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English 3807-001 
Victorian Literature 
Spring 2012/Coleman Hall 3160 
Dr. Dagni Bredesen 
Office Hours: Tuesdays in Booth Library 1660 (Basement under North Entrance), 2-3pm 
Wednesdays in Coleman Hall 3556, 2-3 pm 
or by appointment 
Email: dabredesen@eiu.edu Phone: 217-581-7051 
"The Past is a Foreign Country; they do things differently there." 
L.P. Hartley 
Course Description and Objectives: 
Queen Victoria's reign spanned sixty-four years (1837-1901) and saw England change from a rural 
and agrarian nation to an imperial world power. Although you will be exposed to a variety of 
literary forms-poems, short fiction, essays, legal transcripts as well as news reportage-it was 
during the Victorian period that the novel became, arguably, the dominant genre. Much of our 
reading then will be taken up with making our way through some big books by major and by 
lesser known writers. Regardless of genre, most of the texts that we will read grapple with topics 
and debates of great interest to the Victorians: the social problems and the enormous discrepancy 
between the rich and poor, questions concerning faith, the roles and rights of women and men, the 
position of "Little England" vis a vis her enormous empire. The objectives of this course include 
gaining a strong sense of the formal features and aesthetic affects that characterize Victorian 
literature, as well as the social and political concerns with which literature of that time creatively 
engages. While as a class we will be looking at the Victorian period through the lens of you will be 
free to choose any subject of interest in this era on which to write your final research paper. 
Assignments: To achieve the objectives described above students will need to keep up with the 
rigorous reading schedule and actively participate in the class discussion. Please note that this 
class will be conducted in a seminar-style format. This means that students are, in their own ways, 
responsible for the production of knowledge about this period and the literature. It is vital that 
each person come prepared to engage full with the course material and with each other. 
lateness. Additionally, late submission may delay the grading and return of the paper, perhaps 
until semester's end. BE SURE TO KEEP A COPY OF EVERY PAPER YOU HAND IN. In the case 
of a missing paper, the student is responsible for supplying a copy. 
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS: Unless submitted on line or in a different specified format, 
papers must be typed/computer-generated (double-spaced) on white 8.5x11 paper. Computer 
print-outs must be "letter quality," 12-point size, clear, and dark-no pale print will be accepted. 
Use 1" margins. You do not need a title page. On the first page of the document, please include 
your name, the course title and number, the instructor's name and the submission date. Papers 
must be stapled or clipped, and pages numbered. 
DOCUMENTATION: Use the MLA system to cite all primary and secondary sources used in 
preparation of your papers. Also, be sure to introduce sources in your text. Each student should 
have access to the latest edition of The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, and to a 
handbook of usage and mechanics. 
RESPONSIBLE USE OF ELECTRONIC MEDIA: Please keep in mind that electronic media 
materials must be documented as conscientiously and accurately as any other material. Be aware 
also that it is necessary to ascertain the authority, reliability, accuracy of all materials and that it 
may be particularly difficult to do so in the case of electronic media. Be sure to evaluate and clearly 
identify any source of information, analysis, or opinion; process material from electronic sources as 
critically and creatively as you do print sources. Check with the Writing Center for up-to-date 
documentation conventions. DOWNLOADING IS NOT RESEARCH. 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All written work (papers, exams, tests, quizzes) must be prepared 
independently; all sources and background material (print, electronic, or other) must be digested 
and acknowledged. Make to understand the meaning of plagiarism and the policy of the English 
Department: 
Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-" the appropriation or imitation of the language, 
ideas, and/or thoughts of another author and representation of them as one's original work" 
(Random House Dictionary of the English Language)-has the right and the responsibility to 
impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment 
of the grade ofF for the writing in which plagiarism occurs and a grade ofF for the course, as well as 
to report the incident to the university's Judicial Affairs Office. Respect for the work of others should 
encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral sources. 
STUDENTS WITH DOCUMENTED DISABILITIES: If you have a documented disability and 
wish to receive academic accommodation, please note that arrangements must be made through 
the Office of Disability Services; you should, therefore, contact the Coordinator of the Office of 
Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
Please note: All email communication should include the course number in the subject line. I 
prefer full sentences and a courteous salutation to a casual "yo, professor" and text speak. 
Course schedule: This is a reading schedule that will be adjusted periodically. This contains 
the major assignments but there will be readings and work in class or posted online. 
Week One 
1/7 Introduction to course --Read with curiosity 
Assignments: Read Oliver Twist through chapter V, plus section on the Poor Law 
debate; Steinbach "Introduction"; start tracking characters and topics (see study 
guide). 
1/9 Discuss assigned readings 
For Monday Read: OT chapters VI-XVII 
Steinbach: Chapter 1 "A Green and Pleasant Land" of Cities and Slums: Space 
Try to trace Oliver's whereabouts using the Map of London 
Week Two 
1 /14 Discuss readings 
For Wednesday: OT XVIII-XV 
1/16 Discuss readings 
For next Wednesday 
OTXVI-XLII 
Steinbach: Chapter 6: "Born into the Lower-Upper-Middle": Class 
2 
Week Three 
1/21 Martin Luther King, Jr.' s birthday/ No class - Try to make the world a better place 
today. 
1/23 Introduction to First Essay and create a rubric 
Finish reading OT 
Week Four 
1/28 Conclusion of OT 
1/30 First Paper Due/ Writing Exercises 
Intro: Dickens on Detectives 
Research project Charles Frederick Field 
Thursday and Friday: Student Conferences 
Week Five 
2/ 4 Assess and Adjust 
Dickens on Detectives 
"Diary of Anne Rodway" 
Steinbach: Chapter 9: "The Court was Crowded all day": Law 
2/6 1.2 due 
Meet in Booth Library 4th floor computer lab "The Waterloo Bridge Mystery" 
Assignment: Read: Intro: The Unraveled Mystery 
Week Six 
2/11 Discuss readings. Assignment D2L Blogging on the Waterloo Bridge mystery 
2/13 Introduction to Lady Audley's Secret and sensation fiction 
Read: Volume I, chapters I-XIII 
Steinbach: 10 Arts and Entertainment 
Week Seven 
2/18 Discuss text 
Read: LAS finish volume I and read volume II, chapters 1-V 
2/20 Discussion PAPER TWO due 
Read: LAS vii, chs VI-XIII (end of v II). 
Steinbach: Chapter 7: Gender 
Week Eight 
2/25 Discussion 
Read: LAS viii, chs I-IV 
2/ 27 Discussion 
Finish reading viii 
Week Nine 
3/ 4 Finish discussion of LAS Introduce Middlemarch (please bring text to class). 
Introduce final project 
Read: Book I 
3 / 6 Discussion 
3/7 Pecha Kucha TBA 
3/12-3/17 Spring Break Read Middlemarch Books II-IV; Steinbach 2 and 8 
Think about final project 
Week Ten 
3/18 Middlemarch, Book V 
Steinbach 5. Consumption 
3 / 20 Middlemarch, Book VI 
Steinbach 12 Religion Final paper Project proposal due 
Week Eleven 
3 / 25 Middlemarch, Book VII, Steinbach 13 Science 
3 / 27 Middlemarch, Book VIII 
Week Twelve 
4/1 Wrap up discussion of Middlemarch 
4/3 Introduce Sign of Four Steinbach 3 Empire 
Week Thirteen Final Project Conferences 
4/8 Sherlock Holmes Sign of Four 
4/10 Sign of Four 
Week Fourteen 
4/15 Sign of Four 
4/17 TBA 
Week Fifteen 
4/22 Presentations 
4/24 Presentations 
Exam Week 
